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INTRODUCTIONThe present supplement of the Journal of Vascular
Surgery (JVS) is published under the auspices of the
World Federation of Vascular Societies (WFVS) and
cosponsored by the International Relations Committee
(IRC) of the Society for Vascular Surgery (SVS). It has
been divided in two sections that comprise (1) selected arti-
cles from the Fifth Annual Meeting of the WFVS and (2)
scientiﬁc papers from various international chapters of the
SVS.
It has been a great honor and unique opportunity for
me to serve as the ﬁfth president of the WFVS. I had the
pleasure of interacting closely with some of the most bril-
liant international vascular surgeons, and I have learned
a lot from their insightful comments and challenging ques-
tions. The entire executive committee worked very hard to
further elevate the status of the WFVS, and they succeeded.
Details regarding the creation and early history of the
WFVS have been well described by our former president,
Dr Peter Gloviczki (J Vasc Surg 2008;48:1S-10S). This is
an emerging society that functions as a liaison among the
major national, regional, and international societies encom-
passing six of the world’s continents. In addition, the
WFVS is actively involved in several important areas in
vascular and endovascular surgery, including the creation
of an international academic curriculum that integrates
the best of the existing training paradigms and teaching
requirements. A group of well-recognized experts has
been selected to initiate the development of new clinical
practice guidelines program to address the need of vascular
surgeons and medical specialists for a more uniﬁed
approach in the management of vascular diseases. Issues
related to the vascular surgeon’s quality of life and reim-
bursements are also projects in the radar of the WFVS.
Several other short- and long-term plans are being devel-
oped by the current WFVS leadership that will result in
signiﬁcant contributions to our specialty.
The ﬁfth annual meeting of the WFVS held in Chicago
was very successful, and it was divided in two sessions. The
ﬁrst session included a series of invited speakers who as ex-
pected delivered excellent presentations, and the second
included a variety of interesting scientiﬁc papers selected
form over 70 submitted abstracts.
The World Federation of Vascular Societies will
continue to hold congresses to disseminate information,
as well as act as a conduit for discussions between vascular
surgeons across the planet. It is our charge to maintain
our communication channels widely open and to workAuthor conﬂict on interest: none.
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no longer just citizens of a city, state, nation, or country.
We are global residents united to share our knowledge of
vascular and endovascular surgery. I am proud to be part
of vascular surgery today and to reap the worldwide
wisdom from my colleagues. The rewards of working
together can inﬂuence all of us in our quest to become
improved vascular surgeons and better human beings.
The Robert B. Rutherford Award is the only existing
award sponsored by the WFVS, and it is presented during
the annual meeting. This year, the award recipient was Dr
Frank J. Veith, a world-renowned pioneer in vascular
surgery. Dr Veith is Professor of Surgery and the William
J. von Liebig Chair in Vascular Surgery at the Cleveland
Clinic as well as a Professor of Surgery at New York
University Medical Center. He is also the Chairman of
the largest and most recognized vascular symposium in
the world: the VEITH Symposium. Dr Veith gave an
exciting and provocative lecture on “How can good
randomized trials be so misinterpreted in leading journals?”
This talk became the featured article for this supplement.
His insight and proliﬁc writing is guaranteed to be
a must-read for all.
Following this article, the WFVS has submitted an
assortment of papers from its members in Japan, the
United States, South Africa, Brazil, Great Britain, and
Ireland. The range of this subset of papers encompasses
the gamut of clinical vascular surgery, assessing the skills
of vascular trainees to the birth of vascular surgery in South
Africa. The abstract session was equally diversiﬁed and of
superb quality.
This is the ﬁrst JVS supplement sponsored by the IRC.
In just 6 years since its inception, the committee has
successfully developed many programs to increase mean-
ingful scientiﬁc exchange as well as social interaction
among international vascular surgeons. International chap-
ters of the SVS are multiplying rapidly across the globe,
joint symposia with our colleagues from overseas have
been organized, and others are on the way. Now, we are
initiating this newest project of creating a JVS supplement
to publish selected original articles from our international
colleagues. The next section is composed of articles
contributed by our representatives of the IRC from the
former Soviet Union, Columbia, India, and China. It is
heartwarming to have this melting pot of vascular surgeons
share their clinical experiences to enlighten us. The insight
imparted by these surgeons will surely beneﬁt us in our
daily lives as surgeons taking care of patients afﬂicted by
vascular diseases.
As Winston Churchill once said “Continuous effort‒
not strength or intelligence‒is the key to unlocking our
potential.” As vascular surgeons, we possess both strength1S
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surgery by working toward the World Federation’s goals
of advancing our level of knowledge of vascular surgery
at an international level, securing collaboration between
societies, and promoting educational standards for vascular
surgery and research. Vascular surgeons are a special breed
of surgeons that constantly aspire to improve their training
techniques and knowledge. We march undaunted despite
many challenges. Stiff competition from other specialties,
government reimbursement changes, technological and
industry transformations, and worldwide political unrest
have not and will not deter us. We pull out all the stops
to advance ourselves as the science of vascular surgery
evolves and interact with each other to gain knowledge
from each other. Thus, our very nature of continuous effort
will unlock our potential.
I am very grateful to the many authors who put much
time and effort to make this supplement special in its scope
and breadth. I am equally thankful to my co-editors for
their invaluable input. It is my hope that vascular surgeons
worldwide will ﬁnd the topics presented herein helpful and
interesting to read. We need to remember that sharing
knowledge is sharing wealth, and we are making deposits
in an international bank of information that pays thehighest dividends to us as surgeons and the highest interest
to our patients as beneﬁciaries of these shared treatment
modalities.
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